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over the evolutionary threat which is absent from no created
thing is a step onward and upward. And yet I cannot
believe that a masterful weevil in an everlasting apple can be
the purpose of that Inherent Wisdom which rules all nature
and baffles all understanding. The only salvation possible
by man's own powers is a material salvation, and a material
salvation is worse than a spiritual damnation. Without
struggle man would decline and die. If by a volition of mind
we could level mountains and flood the desert the end of all
things human would be in sight. Our very sinews demand
the necessity of toil. When the weevil is secure in its ever/
lasting apple it must die just because it is secure. Westernism
proclaims the age of the blest on earth; Easternism declares
that none but the holy can be happy. If the West is right
then the spread of democracy is a kindly providence; if it is
not then India and all nations which have risen to the bait
of democracy are on a Stygian road. There are people both
in England and in India who believe that we have given to
the East a blessed thing; that our mission has been one of
noble emancipation even if it were accompanied by the usual
defects of human effort. They may be right. Only honesty
of observation would wish them wrong. I frequently hope
that all my scruples are groundless, but something tells me
that man conquers nothing but his own delusions and then
only to create new ones.